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Vote to Re-Elect Chester R. Montgomery
Prosecuting Attorney of St. Joseph County

A Record is Montgomery’s Endorsement for Re-Election

A record in office speaks for itself. It may be an endorsement, or it may be a detriment, to one’s candidacy for re- elec.
tion. The public certainly is not unacquainted with the record and conduct of Montgomery since he has been in office.

Few offices are more difficult to administer than that of prosecuting attorney. It offers complex and unpleasant duties
without number. There is no office where one’s actions are more apt to be misunderstood, or more apt to be the subject

of suspicion.
Is it significant that since Montgomery took office there has been an absence of public criticism of his administration.

Newspapers come in daily contact with the prosecutor’s office. They know what is going on. They print the news. They
know the motives and reasons for almost every official act.

This is something to think about when you cast your vote next Tuesday, November 7th.

A PERSONAL STATEMENT BY MONTGOMERY

arising during a year. These cases, in the office and in the
court room, have deservedly received painstaking care and
attention. The community’s welfare is affected greatly, for

good or evil, by the proper handling and treatment of minor

Upon assuming the duties of prosecuting attorney, | re-
solved, above everything, to conduct the office in a manner
that would eliminate any possible suspicion of graft or dis-
honesty. I have never instituted prosecutions for the pur-

J»

pose of collecting revenue, either directly or indirectly, from
violators of the law, and absolutely no such revenue has ever
been so collected since | have been in office. Nor have I pro-
fited, whatever, from any other form of wrongful gain. Has
the first intimation to the contrary ever been received by the
public?

| became prosecuting attorney obligated to no person, nor
to any interest of whatever character. The laws have been
enforced impartially, and without discrimination. I have not
refused to prosecute, in a single instance, when evidence
warranted criminal action. Every case, without exception,
has been prosecuted with vigor and determination to the limit
of the evidence at hand.

It is known that | have handled a large number of import-
ant criminal cases. My entire energy and ability | devoted to
the preparation and trial of these cases. It is for the public to
judge, not for me to say, whether or not | have been success-
ful in the trial of such cases.

Innumerable minor cases form a large poriion of the daily

work of the prosecuting attorney—about two thousand cases

offenders,

A state’s attormey of today is no longer a mere pleader of
state cases. The questions of crime and its punishment, the
reformation of criminal offenders, and kindred sizbjects, are
questions engaging the attention of some of the best present-
day thinkers and writers. It is engaging increasingly the at-
tention of the public mind as being of economic as well as of
humanitarian importance.

Not only from duty, but also from personal interest, | have
devoted study to such problems, and am attempting constant.
ly a practical apolication of advanced principles in dealing
with all classes of offenders and delinquents.

If my work in office has appealed to the public as capable
and satisfactory, if | have maintained the office upon a high
plane, if | have offered service of just, impartial, faithful per-
formance of duty—should such service merit reelection—
would the community profit by retaining such service?

This statement, set forth as frankly as | know how, is a

suggestion that my record be considered for what it may be
worth, in my candidacy for reelection.

CHESTER R. MONTGOMERY




